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press. Though young, he is endowed with abundant
wisdom and knowledge. He is a storehouse of facts
about Sri Raghavendra and the Sri Mutt and could better
be described as a computer that provides all the
information, as and when required. He is quick to point
out the finer points of any narrative, apart from the
shortcomings that require attention and corrective steps.

I have been of the opinion that even catching a
glimpse of the safforn cloth of Sri Raghavendra is like
having his darshan (its mysterious power having been
fathomed ^n Part I). In the same way, it has been my
contention that Sri Raghavendraswami considered
giving darshan to an ordinary devotee to be more
important than appearing before one occupying the
peeta adorned by him and that Sri Bhuvanendra, though
seemingly asleep, would have in fact had darshan of the
saint in his mind's eye, the closure of his eyes having
been an outward manifestation of a state of deep
meditation at that point of time (though Benagappa could
have thought otherwise about it). Sri Venkateshachar
agreed with my reasoning, without any demur.

But he gave also a new explanation, citing a story
handed down for generations. In addition, he elucidated
why Benagappa had enjoyed the special grace of Sri
Raghavendra. We shall see those now.

First the story:

There was a person who was cutting wood from a
forest and eking out his livelihood from its sale.

Once there was heavy rain all around, but the
woodcutter, despite adverse conditions, laboured hard
to gather dry wood from the forest, to earn his bread.